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MOROCCO (MARRAKUS/AL-MAGRIB) 


The caliphate conquered Mauretania by the end of the 7 th century and the local Berber tribes converted to 
Islam almost immediately after the conquest. The minor principality of the Salihids ruled part of the northern 
coast around Nakur under Umayyad suzerainty. Treatment as second-class Muslims made the Berbers 
particularly susceptible to HarijI and Shia agitation against the ruling Sunni caliphs. This contributed to the 
appearance of the first (moderately) Shia state, that of the Idrisids, in Morocco in the late 8 th century. Idrisid 
rule at Fez (Fas) survived for almost two centuries, but the dynasty weakened amid succession struggles and 
ultimately fell victim to the rivalry between the Shia Fatimids of Ifriqiyah and the Sunni Umayyads of Spain. 
The Umayyads delegated authority over the area to three Zanatah Berber tribes, the Banu Miknasah, Banu 
Magrawah, and Banu Ifran. 

In the second half of the 11 th century these were all subjugated by the messianic movement of the Lamtunah 
Berber Almoravids issuing from the Sahara, whose capital Marrakesh (Marrakus) has given its name to the 
country. The Almoravids united the western Maghreb (Magrib) under their rule and asserted their control over 
the Taifas, taking over the defense of Muslim Spain against the Christian Reconquista. In the 1140s, however, 
the Almoravids fell victim to a new messianic movement emerging in the south, that of the Masmudah Berber 
Almohads. The Almohads saw themselves as caliphs (initially as successors of the mahdi!imam Muhammad b. 
Tumart) and succeeded in uniting all of Maghreb under their authority by the 1160s, while simultaneously 
taking over Muslim Spain, where they showed little tolerance towards the dimmis. Defeated by the Christian 
Reconquista in 1212, the Almohads spent themselves in dynastic strife and were overthrown by the Zanatah 
Barber Marinids, who took over Fez in 1148 and Marrakesh in 1169. They were able to maintain their authority 
over Morocco, but their attempts to establish their rule in Spain and the rest of Maghreb met with only very 
short-lived success. The declining years of the dynasty witnessed the establishment of the Spanish (Castilians) 
and Portuguese in a number of important ports. After the fall of the Marinids, Morocco came under the control 
of their former Wattasid vassals, who were unable to stem the advance of the foreigners or to retain effective 
authority over the country. 

The Sarifi Sa'did line replaced the Wattasids at Marrakesh in 1514 and at Fez in 1549. They attempted to 
unify the country, in part by resorting to a jihad against the European invaders, but much of it remained outside 
their effective control. In 1659 the Sa'dids were overthrown, and it was not until 1668 that their 'Alawid Sarifi 
cousins had established themselves at Marrakesh as their successors. Their attempts to unify and reform the 
country met with little success at first, as it was plunged in a protracted succession struggle in 1728—1745. After 
this had been surmounted, 'Alawid rule achieved a measure of success and almost completely terminated the 
European toeholds on Moroccan soil, while commercial interaction with Europe was conducted through a 
specially designated port. Defeated by France and Spain in the mid-i9 th century, Morocco came under a French 
(and Spanish) protectorate in 1912, which allowed for the survival of the dynasty and of the state as a whole. 
The capital was established at Rabat (al-Ribat al-Fath) in 1913. Although Muhammad V’s support for the 
nationalist independence movement temporarily cost him his throne in 1953 — 1955, it also ensured his political 
survival and return to power. Morocco recovered its independence in 1956 and Muhammad V assumed the title 
of king (malik) in 1957. 
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Salihid Dynasty at Nakur 

Salih I ... son of Mansur; ruler in Temsaman as Umayyad vassal 

al-Mu r tasim ... son of Salih I 

Idris ... son of Salih I; founded Nakur 761 

Sahd I ... son of Idris 

Salih II ... son of Sa'ld I 

Sahd II ... son of Salih II 

(to the Fatimids) 

Salih III, al-Yarim ... son of Sahd II; Umayyad vassal; deposed 
(to the Fatimids) 

Salih III, al-Yarim ... restored 

al-Mu’ayyad ... son of 'Abd-al-BadE, son of Sa'id II 
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(to the Fatimids) 

Isma'll... son of c Abd-al-Malik, son of c Abd-al-Rahman, son of Sa'ld I 
(to the Fatimids) 

Musa ... son of al-Mu'tasim, son of Muhammad, son of Qurrah, son of al-Mu r tasim; deposed 
r Abd-al-Sami r ... son of Jurtum, son of Idris, son of Sa'id I 

Jurtum ... son of Ahmad, son of Muhammad, son of Ziyadat-Allah, son of Sa'ld I 
(to the Idrisids 971; to the Umayyads 973; to the Zlrids; to the Umayyads 998; to the 
Almoravids 1054) 

Idrisid Dynasty at Walllah and Fez (Fas) 

Idris I, al-Akbar ... son of r Abd-Allah; moderately Shia imam at Walllah 

Idris II, al-Asgar ... posthumous son of Idris I; at Fez from 809 

Muhammad, al-Muntasir ... son of Idris II 

'All I ... son of Muhammad 

Yahya I ... son of Muhammad 

Yahya II ... son of Yahya I 

'All II ... son of'Umar, son of Idris II; deposed 

'Abd-al-Razzaq ... usurper; deposed, died 907 

Yahya III, al-Miqddm ... son of al-Qasim, son of Idris II 

Yahya IV ... son of Idris, brother of'All II; deposed 

(to the Fatimids and the Miknasah) 

al-Hasan I, al-Hajjdm ... son of Muhammad, brother of Yahya III 

(to the Fatimids and the Miknasah) 

al-Qasim, Gannun ... brother of al-Hasan I; Fatimid vassal 

Ahmad (Abu al- r Ays) ... son of al-Qasim; Umayyad vassal; abdicated 

al-Hasan II ... son of al-Qasim; Fatimid vassal 959; deposed 

(to the Umayyads 974; to the Fatimids 979) 

al-Hasan II ... restored; deposed, died 985 

(to the Umayyads 985; to the Ifani 986; to the Magrawah c. 990; to the Ifrani 1031; to the 
Magrawah 1037) 

Magrawah Dynasty at Wajdah and Fez 

Hazar I ... son of Hafs b. Sulat b. Wanzamar b. Magraw 

Muhammad I ... son of Hazar I; Idrisid vassal 

Hazar II ... son of Muhammad I 

Muhammad II ... son of Hazar II 

Muhammad III ... son of al-Hayr, son of Muhammad II 
al-Hayr ... son of Muhammad III 
Muhammad IV ... son of al-Hayr 

Muqatil ... son of'Atiyyah, son of TAbd-Allah, son of Hazar II 

Zlri ... brother of Muqatil; emir of Fez under Umayyad suzerainty c. 990—999 

al-Mu c izz ... son of Zlri; emir of Fez since 999 

Hamamah ... son of al-Mu c izz, brother of Zlri; emir of Fez since 1015; lost Fez 1031—1037 
Dunas ... son of Hamamah 
al-Futuh ... son of Dunas; deposed 

Mu'ansar ... son of Hammad, son of Mu'ansar, brother of Hamamah 
Tamlm ... son of Mu'ansar 
(to the Almoravids 1069) 
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Midrarid Dynasty (Banu Wasul) at Sijilmasah 

''Isa ... son of Mazyad al-Aswad; deposed, died 771 

Samgu I (Abu al-Qasim) ... son of Wasul al-Miknasi; son-in-law (?) of'Isa; "Abbasid vassal 
al-Yas (Abu al-WazIr) ... son of Samgu I; deposed 
Ilyasa' I (Abu al-Muntasir) ... son of Samgu I 

al-Muntasir (Abu Malik), Midrar ... son of Ilyasa' I; deposed, died 867 
Maymun, al-Amlr ... son of al-Muntasir 
Muhammad I ... son of Maymun 

Ilyasa' II (Abu al-Mansur) ... son of al-Muntasir; deposed, died 909 
(to the Fatimids) 

Wasul, al-Fath ... son of Maymun 
Ahmad ... son of Maymun 

Muhammad II, al-Mu'tazz ... son of Saru?, son of al-Muntasir; Fatimid vassal 
Muhammad III (Abu al-Muntasir) ... son of Muhammad II 1 
Samgu II, al-Muntasir ... son of Muhammad III; deposed 
Muhammad IV, al-Sakir ... son ofWasul; caliph 953; deposed, died 959: 

(to the Fatimids) 

Samgu II, al-Muntasir ... restored as Fatimid vassa; deposed, died 963 
r Abd-Allah (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Muhammad II 
(to the Magrawah 976) 

Magrawah Dynasty at Sijilmasah 

Hazrun ... son of Fulful, son of Hazar II of the Magrawah 
Wanudln ... son of Hazrun; deposed 
(to the Zlrids) 

Wanudln ... restored; deposed 
(to the Umayyads) 

Wanudln ... restored 
Mas'ud ... son of Wanudln 
(to the Almoravids 1054) 

Miknasah Dynasty at Taza 

Musa ... son of Abu al-'Afiyah; emir of Fez under Fatimid suzerainty 919—915, 917—938 

Madyan ... son of Musa 

Ibrahim ... son of Musa 

'Abd-Allah ... son of Ibrahim 

Muhammad I ... son of'Abd-Allah 

Isma'il... son of al-Buri, son of Musa 

'Abd-al-Rahman ... son of Ibrahim Ibn Abi-Sahl 

Muhammad II ... son of'Abd-al-Rahman 

al-Qasim ... son of Muhammad II 

(to the Almoravids 1071) 

Ifrani Dynasty at Sala and Agmat 

Yaddu ... son of Ya'la; emir of Fez under Umayyad suzerainty 986—f.990 
Habbus ... son of Zlri, brother of Yaddu 
Hammamah ... brother of Habbus 


1 Some lists combine the two individuals, Muhammad al-Mu'tazz b. Saru (911—933) and his son Abu al- 
Muntasir Muhammad (933—941) into one person. 
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Tamlm ... brother of Hammamah; emir of Fez 1032—1037 

Yusuf... son ofTamim 

Hammad ... son of Tamlm 

Muhammad ... son of Tamlm 

(to the Almoravids 1066) 

Almoravid (al-Murabitun) Dynasty at Agmat, then Marrakesh (Marrakus) 

Yahya ... son of'Umar b. Warkat; Lamtunah chieftain; lieutenant of'Abd-Allah b. Yasln 

Abu-Bakr ... brother of Yahya; in the Sahara after 1061 

Yusuf... son of Tasufin, son of Ibrahim b. Warkat; amir al-muslimin 1098 

'All... son of Yusuf 

Tasufin ... son of'All 

Ibrahim ... son of Tasufin; deposed, died 1147 
Ishaq ... son of'All; deposed, died 1147 
(to the Almohads 1147) 

Almohad (al-Muwahhidun) Dynasty at Tinmallal, then Marrakesh and Rabat (Ribat) 
'Abd-al-Mu’min (Abu Muhammad) ... son of'All b. 'Alwl b. Ya'la al-Kuml; lieutenant of 
the mahdi Muhammad b. Tumart; caliph and amir al-mu'minin 1133 
Muhammad I (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of 'Abd-al-Mu’min; deposed 
Yusuf I (Abu Ya'qub) ... son of'Abd-al-Mu’min 
Ya'qub (Abu Yusuf), al-Mansur ... son of Yusuf I 
Muhammad II (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Nasir ... son of Ya'qub 
Yusuf II (Abu Ya'qub), al-Mustansir ... son of Muhammad II 

'Abd-al-Wahid I (Abu Muhammad), al-Mahlu' ... son of Yusuf I; deposed, died 1224 

'Abd-Allah (Abu Muhammad), al-'Adil ... son of Ya'qub 

Idris I (Abu al-'Ula), al-Ma’mun ... son of Ya'qub; deposed 

Yahya (Abu Zakariyya’), al-Mu'tasim ... son of Muhammad II; deposed 

Idris I (Abu al-'Ula), al-Ma’mun ... restored; rival since 1227 

Yahya (Abu Zakariyya’), al-Mu'tasim ... restored; rival since 1229 

'Abd-al-Wahid II (Abu Muhammad), al-Rasid ... son of Idris I; rival since 1232 

'All al-Sa'id (Abu al-Hasan), al-Mu'tadid ... son of Idris I 

'Umar (Abu Hafs), al-Murtada ... son of Ishaq (Abu Ibrahim), son of Yusuf I; deposed, died 1267 
Idris II (Abu al-'Ula), al-Watiq, Abu Dabbus ... son of Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah), son 
of'Umar (Abu Hafs), son of'Abd-al-Mu’min 
'Abd-al-Wahid III, al-Mu'tasim ... son of Idris II; deposed 
Abu Ishaq ... brother of'Umar; at Tinmallal; rival since 1267 
(to the Marinids 1276) 

Marlnid Dynasty at Taza, then Fez 

'Abd-al-Haqq I (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Mahyu (Abu Halid) al-Marinl; emir under 
Almohad suzerainty 

'Utman I (Abu Sa'ld) ... son of'Abd-al-Haqq I 
Muhammad I (Abu Ma'ruf) ... son of'Abd-al-Haqq I 

Abu-Bakr I (Abu Yahya) ... son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; Hafsid vassal 1245; Almohad vassal 
1248; independent emir 1248 
Ya'qub (Abu Yusuf) ... son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; abdicated 
'Umar (Abu Hafs) ... son of Abu-Bakr I; abdicated, died 1260 
Ya'qub (Abu Yusuf) ... restored; sultan and amir al-muslimin 1269 
— Ya'qub ... son of'Abd-Allah, son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; rival in Tamasnah 1259—1260 
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1359-1361 

1361 


1361 —1366 


1366—1371 
1371-1374 
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Yusuf (Abu Ya'qub), al-Nasir ... son of Ya'qub 

— Muhammad ... son of Idris, son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; rival in Dar'ah 1186 

— Abu 'Amir ... son of Yusuf; rival at Marrakesh 1188—1189; died 1199 

— 'Utman ... son of Idris (Abu al-'Ula), son of'Abd-Allah, son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; rival at 
Ceuta (Sabtah) 1307—1310 

'Amir (Abu Tabit) ... son of Abu 'Amir, son of Yusuf 

— Yusuf... son of Muhammad, son of Abu 'Iyad, son of'Abd-al-Haqq I; rival at Marrakesh 
1307; deposed, died 1308 

Sulayman (Abu al-Rabi') ... brother of'Amir 

— 'Abd-al-Haqq ... son of'Utman, son of Muhammad I; rival at Taza 1309—1310 
'Utman II (Abu Sa'ld) ... son of Ya'qub 

— 'Umar (Abu 'All) ... son of'Utman II; rival at Sijilmasah 1314—1333; deposed, died 1333 
'All (Abu al-Hasan) ... son of'Utman II; deposed; rival 1348—13 51 

Faris (Abu 'Inan), al-Mutawakkil... son of'All; amir al-mu^minin 

— Mansur ... son of Abu Malik, son of'All; rival at Fez 1348; deposed, died 1348 

— Muhammad (Abu al-Fadl) ...son of'All; rival in Sus 1353 — 1354; deposed, died 1354 
Muhammad II (Abu Zayyan) ... son of Faris; deposed, died 1358 

Abu-Bahr II (Abu Yahya), al-Sa'Id ... son of Faris; deposed 

— Mansur ... son of Sulayman, son of'Abd-al-Wahid (Abu Malik), son ofYa'qub; rival 1359; 
deposed, died 1359 

Ibrahim (Abu Salim) ... son of'All; deposed, died 1361 

Tasufin (Abu 'Umar), al-MaJnun ... son of'All; rival 1353 — 1354; deposed 

— 'Abd-al-Halim (Abu Muhammad) ... son of'Umar ofSiJilmasa; rival at Taza 1361; at 
Sijilmasah 1361 —1361; deposed, died 1366/1367 

Muhammad III (Abu Zayyan), al-Muntasir ... son of Abu 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of'All 

— 'Abd-al-Mu’min ... son of'Umar of Sijilmasah; rival at Sijilmasah 1362—1363; at 
Marrakesh 1366 and 1367 

— Abu al-Fadl ... son of Ibrahim; rival at Marrakesh 1362—1368; deposed, died 1368 

— 'Abd-al-Rahman ... son of'All (Abu Ifallusin), son of'Umar of Sijilmasah; rival 1363 —1365; 
at Taza 1373 — 1374; at Marrakesh 1374—1382 

'Abd-al-'Aziz I (Abu Faris), al-Mustansir ... son of'All 
Muhammad IV (Abu Zayyan), al-Sa'Id ... son of 'Abd-al-'Aziz I; deposed 
Ahmad (Abu al-'Abbas), al-Mustansir ... son of Ibrahim; deposed 
Musa (Abu Faris) ... son of Faris 1 

Muhammad V (Abu Zayyan), al-Muntasir ... son of Ahmad; deposed, died 1387: 

Muhammad VI (Abu Zayyan), al-Watiq ... son of Muhammad of Sus; deposed, died 1387 
Ahmad (Abu al-'Abbas), al-Mustansir ... restored 3 

— Muhammad ... son of 'Abd-al-Halim; rival at Sijilmasah 1387; fled, died 1394: 

'Abd-al-'Aziz II (Abu Faris) ... son of Ahmad 

'Abd-Allah (Abu 'Amir) ... son of Ahmad 
'Utman III (Abu Sa'ld) ... son of Ahmad 

'Abd-al-Haqq II (Abu Muhammad) ... son of Utman III; under Wattasid regency until 1428 

— Sa'ld ... son of Ahmad; rival 1420—1423 

— Ya'qub ... son of Ahmad; rival 1420—1423 

— Muhammad (Abu 'Abd-Allah) ... son of'Abd-Allah; rival 1420—1427 4 


1 The death of Musa is sometimes given as 1386. 

3 In some lists this is erroneously considered a second sultan of that name. 

4 In some works this prince is apparently confused with 'Abd-al-Haqq II. 
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1458- 1459 

1459 - 1505 
1 505 — 1516 
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1545-1547 
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1554 


I 5 i°-I 5 i 7 

I 5 I 7 -I 540 

&I 5 I 7 -I 557 
1557-1574 
1574-1576 

1576-1578 
1578—1603 
1603 —1613 
& 1603 —1617 
& 1603 —1608 
1613 —1613 
1613 —1617 
1617—1631 

163 I —1636 
1636—165 5 
1655-1659 


1659—1668 
1668 


163 1 —163 5 


Idrlsid Sarlfi Dynasty at Fez 

Muhammad (Abu-'Abd-Allah) ... son of'All, son of'Imran al-Juti; rebel imam ; deposed 
(to the Wattasids 1471) 

Wattasid Dynasty at Aslla, then Fez 

Yahya I (Abu Zakariyya’) ... son of Zayyan al-Wattasi; regent of Morocco 1410—1418 
'All I (Abu al-Hasan) ... son of Yusuf, son of Mansur, brother of Yahya I 
Yahya II (Abu Zakariyya’) ... son of Yahya I 

Muhammad I (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Sayh ... son of Yahya I; sultan and caliph 1471 5 
Muhammad II (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Burtuqali ... son of Muhammad I 
'All II (Abu Hassun) ... son of Muhammad I; deposed 
Ahmad (Abu al-'Abbas) ... son of Muhammad II; deposed 

Muhammad III (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Qasri ... son of Ahmad; abdicated, died 1551 
Ahmad (Abu al-'Abbas) ... restored; deposed, died 1551 
(Sa'did conquest) 

'All II (Abu Hassun) ... restored 
(to the Sa'dids 1554) 

Sa'did (Hasanid) Sarlfi Dynasty at Fez and Marrakesh 

Muhammad I (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mahdl al-Qa’ im ... son of'Abd-al-Rahman b. 'All b. 

Mahluf b. Zaydan b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Isma'll; in Sus 
Ahmad I (Abu-al 'Abbas), al-A'ra)... son of Muhammad I; in Marrakesh 1513; died 1557 
Muhammad II (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Sayh ... son of Muhammad I; in Sus; sultan of Fez 1549 
'Abd-Allah I (Abu Muhammad), al-Galib ... son of Muhammad II 
Muhammad III (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Mutawakkil al-Masluh ... son of'Abd-Allah I; 
deposed, died 1578 

'Abd-al-Malik I (Abu Marwan) ... son of Muhammad II 
Ahmad II (Abu al-'Abbas), al-Mansur ... son of Muhammad II 
Muhammad IV (Abu 'Abd-Allah), al-Sayh al-Ma’mun ... son of Ahmad II 
Zaydan (Abu al-Ma'all), al-Nasir ... son of Ahmad II; at Marrakesh 
'Abd-Allah II (Abu Faris), al-Watiq ... son of Ahmad II 
'Abd-Allah III, al-Galib ... son of Muhammad IV; at Fez 
'Abd-al-Malik II, al-Mu'tasim ... son of Muhammad IV; at Fez 
'Abd-al-Malik III (Abu Marwan) ... son of Zaydan; at Marrakesh 
— Ahmad al-Asgar ... son of Zaydan; rival at Fez 1618—1629; died 1642 
Muhammad V, al-Walid ... son of Zaydan 
Muhammad VI, al-Sayh al-Asgar ... son of Zaydan 
Ahmad III, al-'Abbas ... son of Muhammad VI 
(to the Sabbanids 1659) 

Sabbanid Dynasty at Marrakesh 

'Abd-al-Karim ... son of Abu-Bakr; qa’id of Ahmad III 

Abu-Bakr ... son of'Abd-al-Karim 

(to the 'Alawids 1669) 

'Alawid (Filali) Sarifi Dynasty at Marrakesh, then (1913) Rabat 

Muhammad I al-Sarif... son of'All al-Sarif b. al-Hasan b. Muhammad b. al-Hasan al-Dahil 
b. Qasim b. Muhammad b. Isma'll 


5 The death of Muhammad I is sometimes given as 1502. 



1635—1664 
1664—1672. 
1672.—172.7 
1717-172.9 
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Muhammad II ... son of Muhammad I; in Tafilalt 

al-Rasid ... son of Muhammad I; sultan of Fez 1666; Marrakesh 1669 

Isma'll ... son of Muhammad I 

Ahmad al-Dahabi ... son of Isma'll; deposed 

— r Abd-al-Malik ... son of Isma'll; rival 1728 
r Abd-Allah ... son of Isma'll; deposed 

— 'All (Zayn-al-''Abidin) ... son of Isma'll; rival 1735 — 1736 and 1745 

— Muhammad al-Mustadi’ ... son of Isma'il; rival 1736—1740 
Muhammad III ... son of 'Abd-Allah 

al-Yazld ... son of Muhammad III 

Hisam ... son of Muhammad III; deposed; rival at Marrakesh 1791 —1791, 1793 — 1796 

Sulayman ... son of Muhammad III 

TAbd-al-Rahman ... son of Hisam 

Muhammad IV ... son of r Abd-al-Rahman 

al-Hasan I ... son of Muhammad IV 

r Abd-al- c Aziz ... son of al-Hasan I; abdicated, died 1943 

TAbd-al-Haflz ... son of al-Hasan I; under French protectorate 1911; abdicated, died 1937 
Yusuf... son of al-Hasan I 
Muhammad V ... son of Yusuf; deposed 

Sidi-Muhammad ... son of'Arafah, son ofMuhammad IV; deposed, died 1976 
Muhammad V ... restored; independent 1956; king 1957 
al-Hasan II ... son ofMuhammad V 
Muhammad VI ... son of al-Hasan II 



